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School Department Controlled Playing Fields Made of Materials Other than Grass 
(Artificial Turf Fields) and Field Lighting 

 
 
The Winchester School Committee recognizes the value of a variety of sports, athletic 
activities, and opportunities for outdoor physical exercise (including but not limited to 
social, emotional and physical benefits). Therefore, the Committee’s goal is to provide 
and maintain an adequate number of outdoor athletic facilities and/or fields for student 
use and for Town uses. This policy articulates the reasoning behind developing and 
maintaining one or more fields with playing surfaces made of materials other than grass 
(commonly called artificial turf fields) and/or with lights. The Committee also continues 
to support sports, athletic activities, and opportunities for outdoor physical exercise 
during structured or unstructured activities on natural surfaces.  

Fields: 

The Winchester School Committee recognizes the value of multi-sport, artificial turf 
fields. The School Committee believes such fields provide benefits including: 

1. Extended seasonal use (i.e. training may begin earlier in the spring or may last 
later in the fall) 

2. Daily availability with no need to 'rest' or 'recover' as is commonly necessary for 
grass fields 

3. Availability for games or practices during sustained or heavy rainfall and other 
weather events 

4. Potential safety benefits limiting or reducing the severity of certain types of 
injuries 

5. Markings for multiple sports/multiple uses allowing use by a variety of sports or 
activities and for quick, inexpensive changes between activities 

6. Availability to other Winchester-based organizations for use 

7. General exercise and outdoor activity 

8. The best interests of the community at large 

 

 

 



Lighting: 

The Winchester School Committee recognizes the value of having one or more fields 
and/or outdoor athletic facilities that have lights. The School Committee believes that 
playing fields with lights provide benefits including: 

1. Extended time for training or practices (expanded availability which is especially 
valuable during the 'shoulder' seasons of early Spring and late Fall) 

 
2. Night time games for high school athletes (which are simultaneously both school 

and community events) 
 

3. Availability to other Winchester organizations for use 
 

4. Extended availability for general exercise and outdoor activity 
 

5. Expanded availability (to schools and/or Winchester organizations) of other fields 
that do not have lights as activities are re-located from those fields to fields with 
lights.  

The Winchester School Committee reserves the right to set reasonable policies, 
regulations and requirements governing the use and operation of all such outdoor arhletic 
facilities and fields. In addition, fees may be implemented when the School Department 
is renting or permitting use of a field by other organizations.  Implementation of a fee 
should not be in conflict with rights reserved to any other town board or committee 
especially any rights reserved to the Board of Selectmen or the Field Management 
Committee. The policies, regulations, requirements or fees may be different at different 
locations to reflect the unique situations at each location. 

 

Cross Reference: FH, Knowlton Stadium Light Policy  
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